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ABOUT�
HIKEWEST
HikeWest is a not-for-profit association 
committed to encouraging the community 
to participate in safe and responsible 
bushwalking and to providing services to 
bushwalking groups, independent hikers 
and the wider community.

HikeWest advocates in the interests of 
anyone who bushwalks, hikes or walks in 
nature in Western Australia. 

We also advocate for the conservation 
and effective management of the natural 
environment that the hiking community 
enjoys and values. 

In 2023, the Department of Local 
Government, Sport and Cultural Industries 
(DLGSC) recognised HikeWest as a State 
Active Recreation Organisation (SARO) and 
the pre-eminent representative organisation 
for hiking in Western Australia.

VISION
To see more people hiking in Western 
Australia more often.

MISSION
To encourage and support more people to 
pursue health and happiness by hiking in 
nature.

VALUES
• Health: We champion health, wellbeing and

connection through hiking.

• Inclusion: We believe hiking is for
everyone.

• Knowledge: We are committed to sharing
our knowledge about hiking.

• Environment: We respect our natural
environment.
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EXECUTIVE 
SUMMARY

In 2024–25, HikeWest built on the strong 
foundations established in previous years to 
further expand our community participation 
programs. These initiatives created more 
opportunities for diverse communities, 
including families, seniors, and people with 
disabilities, to experience the physical, 
mental, and social benefits of hiking. Almost 
500 participants joined us for a walk in 
nature through these community programs 
during the 2024–25 financial year. 

A major milestone during the year was our 
partnership with Trails WA to co-deliver 
the WA Trails Festival in 2026, a new 
event evolving from the popular HikeWest 
Hiking Expo. The Festival will showcase 
Western Australia’s world-class trails and 
the strength of our outdoor recreation 
community, while celebrating the thriving 
culture associated with hiking. Supported by 
the Shire of Kalamunda, the event will take 
place in Jorgensen Park in May 2026 and 
feature hikes, information sessions and fun 
activities for families.

The Board maintained a strong focus 
on governance, financial sustainability 
and strategic positioning. This included 
refining internal frameworks, strengthening 
accountability, and exploring future funding 
and partnership opportunities, so that 
HikeWest can remain resilient and effective 
beyond June 2026.

We continued to value our member clubs, 
recognising that they form the foundation 
of our organisation. Strengthening the 
relationship with them remains a priority, 
as their insights and community reach are 

vital in delivering on our mission and ensuring 
HikeWest stays connected to the needs and 
priorities of hikers across WA. During 2024–
25, we spoke with more than 700 community 
members at a range of events, including Hyde 
Park Festival, Seniors Day and Recreation Day 
in Collie. 

Hiking is increasingly acknowledged as a 
key contributor to community wellbeing and 
preventative health, as well as an important 
voice in environmental advocacy. HikeWest’s 
advocacy efforts to government, and in 
tandem with conservation organisations, have 
continued to emphasise the importance of 
access to WA’s unique natural environment 
in fostering healthier, and more connected 
communities. 

The Board extends its sincere thanks 
to all Directors for their commitment, 
professionalism and guidance, and to the 
Executive Officer for her leadership and 
dedication throughout the year.

Looking ahead, HikeWest enters the next 
stage of its strategic plan with confidence 
and momentum. With a strong foundation, 
growing recognition, and meaningful 
partnerships, we are well-positioned to seize 
new opportunities, from statewide events and 
expanded participation programs to stronger 
advocacy for the hiking community. HikeWest 
remains steadfast in its mission to ensure 
hiking continues to thrive as one of Western 
Australia’s most accessible and rewarding 
recreational pursuits.

Pascal Veyradier 
President, HikeWest

1



COMMUNITY HIKING 
PROGRAM

In 2024–25, 283 participants enjoyed the 
wellbeing benefits of being in nature through 
the program. Partnerships were key to the 
program’s success. HikeWest worked 
closely with community organisations 
including Edmund Rice Centre WA, 
MercyCare, Ishar Multicultural Women’s 
Health Service, Chung Wah Community 
Care, and North Metro TAFE. Local 
governments – including the Cities of 
Stirling, Wanneroo, Armadale, Gosnells, and 
Swan – also supported the program by 
helping to promote walks and reach new 
audiences.

Walkers described the hikes as safe, 
welcoming, and accessible, with most noting 
improvements in confidence, fitness, and 
social connection. The program continues 
to open pathways for people who may 
not otherwise have access to outdoor 
recreation, strengthening both community 
wellbeing and inclusion through hiking.

PROGRAM 
SNAPSHOT
• 19 guided bushwalks delivered

across Perth and the Perth Hills

• 283 participants

• Walk distances: 3–9 km

• 92.5% of participants said they
enjoyed their walk

• Supported by five community
partners

• Five local governments engaged

Supported by the WA Government

2

The Community Hiking Program continues to break down barriers to outdoor 
recreation by encouraging newly arrived migrants, refugees, and members of 
culturally and linguistically diverse communities to explore Perth’s parks and forests 
through short guided hikes.
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SENIORS HIKING 
PROGRAM

In 2024–25, 172 participants attended club-
led hikes and walks guided by HikeWest. 
The walks ranged from gentle 3–5 km trails 
to more challenging routes of up to 12 km. 
Participants consistently reported enjoyment 
and a sense of wellbeing from spending time 
outdoors, underscoring the positive impact 
of green spaces on physical and mental 
health.

Collaboration was central to the program. 
HikeWest partnered with Western Walking 
Club, Perth Bushwalkers Club, Bushwalkers 
of WA and Bunbury Bushwalking Club, as 
well as community organisations and seven 
local governments. 

As a result of the program, some partner 
clubs chose to offer adapted walk programs 
suitable for seniors, for example, Perth 
Bushwalkers Club launched its new Light 
Walks series, and the Western Walking Club 
introduced shorter, beginner-friendly options 
to welcome more seniors into hiking. 

PROGRAM 
SNAPSHOT

• 172 senior participants

• 25 guided walks (12 by clubs, 13 
by HikeWest)

• Partner clubs: Western Walking 
Club, Perth Bushwalkers Club, 
Bushwalkers of WA, Bunbury 
Bushwalking Club

• Walk distances: 3–12 km

• 4 community organisations 
engaged

• 7 local governments supported 
program delivery

Supported by the WA Government

The Seniors Hiking Program inspires older adults to stay active, connected, 
and engaged through accessible bushwalks within easy reach of Perth. 
Delivered in partnership with bushwalking clubs, community groups, and 
local governments, the program offers short, beginner-friendly hikes that 
promote the benefits of walking in nature.
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ALL ABILITIES  
HIKING PROGRAM

A small number of walks were delivered 
in May 2025, with overwhelmingly positive 
feedback from participants and support 
workers. Most walks are scheduled for 
spring 2025. 

HikeWest is proud to be partnering with 
organisations that share its commitment 
to inclusion and community, including 
Crosslinks, Building Friendships, Down 
Syndrome WA and Buddiup. Our partners 
have been instrumental in shaping the 
program and ensuring that activities will 
meet the needs of participants.

PROGRAM 
SNAPSHOT
• Initial walks delivered in May 2025;

full program being delivered in
2025–26

• 29 participants engaged in May and
June 2025

• Partners: Crosslinks, Building
Friendships, Down Syndrome WA,
and Buddiup

• 5 community organisations
engaged

Supported by the WA Government

HikeWest’s All Abilities Hiking Program celebrates inclusion and 
empowerment by creating opportunities for people with disabilities to 
explore the outdoors safely and confidently. The program helps participants 
enjoy nature, develop new skills, and connect with others through beginner-
friendly bushwalks in Perth’s beautiful natural settings.
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In 2025, Nature Play WA undertook 
a desktop review of existing family 
bushwalking resources, followed by 
an online focus group with 15 families 
to explore barriers and motivators to 
participation. The insights from this research 
will guide the design of walks and resources 
to make hiking more accessible and 
appealing to families with young children.

The walks program is scheduled for 
delivery in spring 2025, offering families 
opportunities to experience local trails 
across the Perth metropolitan and 
Peel regions in a supportive, enjoyable 
environment.

PROGRAM 
SNAPSHOT
• 173 people registered interest to

participate in research

• 15 families took part in a targeted
focus group

• Research phase completed in
partnership with Nature Play WA

• Guided walks scheduled for spring
2025 in Perth and Peel

• Program goal: Reduce barriers and
inspire families to start hiking
together

Supported by the WA Government

FAMILY  
HIKING PROGRAM
The Family Hiking Program, delivered in partnership with Nature Play WA, helps 
families with young children discover the joy of hiking together. Research into 
the barriers and motivators that influence family participation will lay the 
foundations for a series of guided walks across Perth and Peel – creating 
opportunities for families to bond, be active, and connect with nature.



OTHER  
ACHIEVEMENTS

• Hyde Park Festival: Engaged with over
200 people to share information about
hiking and gather community feedback.

• Seniors Day: Connected with
approximately 500 seniors, promoting
bushwalking clubs and programs.

• Advocacy: Partnered with conservation
organisations in WA to advocate for the
protection of our forests in key hiking
areas.

• WA Trails Festival: Formed a partnership
with Trails WA to co-deliver the festival in
May 2026.

• Local Government engagement:
Participated in local government and
community network events.

• Communications: continued to deliver
our newsletter, including a “Club
Spotlight” section to showcase our
HikeWest affiliated bushwalking clubs.

HikeWest strengthened community engagement and public awareness of 
hiking through a range of initiatives:
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THE HIKEWEST TEAM
Board
President / Chair
Vice-President
Secretary
Treasurer

Director (elected)
Director (appointed)

Pascal Veyradier
Neil Gibson
Kathy Miller
Amber Kaur (resigned 
18 June 2025)
Peggy Leung (appointed 
18 June 2025)
Mark Pybus 
Hecate Jay

Director (appointed)

Staff
Executive Officer
Walks Coordinator
�Accounts	

Karen Tyson (resigned 
December 2024)
Sue-Ellen Smith 
(appointed April 2025, 
resigned June 2025) 

Meelee Soorkia
Vanessa Moss
Pauline Sikweti

OUR MEMBERS, PARTNERS 
AND STAKEHOLDERS

Member Clubs Affiliated Organisations Sponsors

Funding Partner National Stakeholders
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www.hikewest.org.au




